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Purpose: 

This document is intended to be used during 

the first moments of working with App-V. The 

tutorial includes steps on how to sequence an 

application with the Sequencer 4.6 and how 

to import the virtual applications into the 

App-V Management Console. There is also a 

topic looking at the client side of the 

Application Virtualization. 
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1. How To Create A Bubble In App-V With Sequencer 4.6   

1.1. Environment al Setup  
 

- Install Hyper-V or VMware and create a Virtual Machine. 

- Choose the Operating System you want to install: WinXP / WinVista / Win7. 

- Choose the architecture you want to use: x86 or x64. 

- Install the Virtual Machine in a sandboxed environment. 

- Partition the HDD and create a Q: drive with approx. 20GB.  

- Once the OS is installed, install the άaƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘ !ǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ±ƛǊǘǳŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ {ŜǉǳŜƴŎŜǊέ. You 

have to install the Sequencer with the same architecture as the OS! 

- Choose the Sequencer you want to use: Sequencer 4.5 or 4.6.  
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1.2. Sequencer 4.6 Setup  
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1.3. Recommended Best Practices For Sequencing  
 

Quoted from: Microsoft Application Virtualization 4.6 Sequencing Guide (by Jeremy Johnson, Steve 

Chadly & Matt McDermott) 

 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŎƻǾŜǊǎ aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘΩǎ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ōŜǎǘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǎŜǉǳŜƴŎƛƴƎ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ 

It is recommended that you familiarize yourself with the installation and execution of the application 

prior to sequencing. Be sure to read all installation instructions associated with the application. It is 

also recommended that you learn how the application runs and the components of the application 

that the user will need.  

To improve the process of sequencing an application, one should document step-by-step the 

installation and post-configuration procedures for the application. Step-by-step documentation will 

ensure that no unnecessary troubleshooting occurs during the sequencing process since no 

important steps will be skipped. Always document the sequencing process step-by-step creating a 

άǊŜŎƛǇŜέ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘƛȊŜŘ ǘŜƳǇƭŀǘŜΦ 5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǉǳŜƴŎƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǎǘŜǇ-by-step will allow 

you to hand the recipe to someone else in your organization and have them recreate the same 

package.   

Items to document in a recipe include: 

- What application components are needed and will be required to complete the installation 

of the application? 

- What updates, such as adding new files to the package, need to be performed in the 

Sequencer after the installation? 

- What post-installation configuration steps need to take place in the Sequencer? 

- How do users commonly use this application immediately after its launch? 

- Does this application do something that App-V currently does not support? If so, check the 

Microsoft Knowledge Base to see if a workaround is available. 

Recommended settings, configurations, and process include: 

- When sequencing on Windows Vista or Windows 7, ensure sure you have User Account 

Control (UAC) enabled on the sequencing machine if the client machine you are deploying 

the application to will have UAC enabled as well. 

- Use the Comments field in the Sequencer (Abstract Tag) to note any details about the 

package you may want to include. This will allow you to revisit the Sequence later and have a 

record of this information. 

- The installation drive on your Sequencer should match the virtual drive on the client. In some 

cases this may not be possible (if, say, packaging for multiple organizations), and you may be 

required to go back and edit the virtual registry or some individual files to point to the 

correct locations. 
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- Sequence to a unique, 8.3 directory name. This applies to both the Asset and Installation 

DireŎǘƻǊƛŜǎΦ όΨvΥ\a¸!ttΩ ƛǎ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘΣ ΨvΥ\aȅ !ǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΩ ƛǎ ƛƴŎƻǊǊŜŎǘΦ vΥ\MYAPP.001 is also 

correct.)  

- {ŜǉǳŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ŀ ŦƻƭŘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǌƻƻǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜΣ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ŀ ǎǳōŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊȅΦ όΨvΥ\a¸!ttΩ ƛǎ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘΤ 

ΨvΥ\Ω ƛǎ ƛƴŎƻǊǊŜŎǘΤ ΨvΥ\Temp_Junk\a¸Ch[5Ω ƛǎ ƛƴŎƻǊǊŜŎǘύΦ LŦ ǘƘŜ suite has multiple parts, install 

each application in a subdirectory of the Asset Directory. For example, if a package contains a 

Line of Business Application along with the Oracle Client, use Q:\AppSuite as the Asset 

Directory;  sequence the LOB application to Q:\AppSuite\LOB; and sequence the Oracle client  

to Q:\AppSuite\OracleClient. 

- Always use globally unique paths and package names across the set of application 

sequencings. Do not install, for example, multiple Microsoft Office sequencings to the same 

Asset Directory name. Use a standardized naming scheme for the Asset Directory that can be 

incremented for new revisions, for example Q:\OFFXP.v1 or Q:\OFFXP.001. Failure to make 

these unique can cause conflicts with your applications. 

- Configure and test the application in the Installation Phase. Completing the installation of an 

application often requires performing several manual steps that are not part of the 

ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǎǘŜǇǎ Ŏŀƴ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜ ŎƻƴŦƛƎǳǊƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀ Ψōŀck-

ŜƴŘΩ ŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜΣ ŎƻǇȅƛƴƎ ǳǇŘŀǘŜŘ ŦƛƭŜǎΣ ŜǘŎΦ 5ƻ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƴŦƛƎǳǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Lƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǘƛƻƴ tƘŀǎŜ ŀƴŘ 

run the application to make sure it works. 

- Execute the application, multiple times if necessary, until the program is in a static state in 

the Installation Phase. For example, run the application multiple times to get past all 

registration and dialog box requests. Some applications perform different tasks on first 

launch, second launch, and sometimes subsequent launches. The multiple launches will 

make sure that any post-installation tasks that are required by the application can be 

completed (e.g. accepting a license agreement or setting file type associations). 

- Use the Application Wizard to launch each executable in a suite of applications. This will 

ensure that each application will have the required initial launch data on the App-V Client. 

- 5ƛǎŀōƭŜ άLƴǎǘŀƭƭ ƻƴ CƛǊǎǘ ¦ǎŜΦέ {ƻƳŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ άLƴǎǘŀƭƭ ƻƴ CƛǊǎǘ ¦ǎŜέ ŦƻǊ 

certain components. It is required that none of the components are sequenced with this 

ƻǇǘƛƻƴΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ǘƻ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ άwǳƴ ŦǊƻƳ aȅ /ƻƳǇǳǘŜǊέ όƛƴǎǘŀƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘύ ƻǊ 

άbƻǘ !ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜέ όŘƻ ƴƻǘ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘύΦ CƻǊ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜ 

used by any of the targeted users ,it is recommended that the components not be installed. 

- 5ƛǎŀōƭŜ ά!ǳǘƻ ¦ǇŘŀǘŜέ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎΦ  {ƻƳŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ ŀ ǿŜō ǎƛǘŜ ƻǊ ŀ 

server for the latest application updates.  This feature should be turned off, as version 

control should be performed via sequencing new versions. 

- Operations made during the Launch Phase will be included in the primary feature block. As a 

general rule, when building the primary feature block make sure you execute the 

ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ όŜΦƎΦΣ ƛƴ aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘ ²ƻǊŘΣ ƻǇŜƴ ŀ document and 

misspell a word to include spell check function) so that they are included in the initial 

streaming of the application and you have an accurate primary feature block. If this is not 

done,  users will see delays as they start to use the application and will regard it as being 

slow if many of the features they use are not in primary feature block. Additionally, if you are 

in an environment where bandwidth is limited, then you want to have an accurate primary 
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feature block so that users are not constantly making calls to the server to download 

additional files in cache. 

- There are several online articles relating to sequencing best practices : 

¶ Microsoft Support: http://support.microsoft.com/kb/932137 

¶ App-V Team Blog: http://blogs.technet.com/App-V/archive/2007/07/12/sequencing-

best-practices.aspx 

  

http://support.microsoft.com/kb/932137
http://blogs.technet.com/softgrid/archive/2007/07/12/sequencing-best-practices.aspx
http://blogs.technet.com/softgrid/archive/2007/07/12/sequencing-best-practices.aspx


  10 

 

1.4. Example Of Creating A Bubble  
 

Before starting the App-V Sequencer, the installation & destination folder need to be created. In this 

ŎŀǎŜ L ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭŘŜǊ άCuteFT80.000έ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎƪǘƻǇ όǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ {ŜǉǳŜƴŎƛƴƎ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ όΦǎǇǊƧύ 

will be saved) and once on the Q:\ -drive (this is where the physical installation will be performed.  
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Figure 1: Create a package. This can be done in 2 ways. 

 

Figure 2: Insert the Package Name and the Comments. bƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƴŀƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨtŀŎƪŀƎŜ 

bŀƳŜΩ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ǳƴŘŜǊǎŎƻǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǇǇ-V package 

name. 



  12 

 

 

Figure 3: Advanced Options for the Monitoring. 

 

Figure 4: Start the Monitoring. 
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Figure 5: Choose the path on the Q:\  where the physical installation of the application will be 

performed. 

 

Figure 6: When you have chosen the correct path the Sequencer will wait until the application is 

completely installed. You have to click the button [Stop Monitoring] manually. 
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Figure 7: Browse to your installer and start the installation of the application. 

 

Figure 8: Install CuteFTP 8.0. (The installer used is created with Wise Studio). 
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Figure 9: Install CuteFTP 8.0. 

 

Figure 10: Install CuteFTP 8.0 on the Q:\ . Try to keep the folder structure like in the normal 

installation. 
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Figure 11: Install CuteFTP 8.0. 

 

Figure 12: Finish the installation of CuteFTP 8.0. 
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Figure 13: Launch the application to check if it is installed correctly. Check also if there may be some 

settings for the automatic updates or the need to input a license. When this is done during the 

monitoring, App-V will pick up the changes and put it all together in the bubble. 

 

Figure 14: Stop the monitoring if you are sure that the installation is completed. 
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Figure 15: Monitoring is stopped. 

 

Figure 16: Configure the shortcuts of the application. You have 2 options: Remove or Edit the 

shortcut.  
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Figure 17: You have 2 options with the shortcuts: Remove or Edit. Every shortcut will generate an 

.OSD file. 

 

Figure 18: Change the properties of the shortcut.  
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Figure 19: Create the ΨCŜŀǘǳǊŜ .ƭƻŎƪ мΩ by launching some applications. 

 

Figure 20: Sequencer is creating ΨCŜŀǘǳǊŜ .ƭƻŎƪ мΩ 
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Figure 21: The [V]-indication in front of the application means that the application is working. 

 

Figure 22: Sequencing of the Package is completed. Click [Finish] 
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Figure 23: Main screen with all the settings for the Sequencing Project. 

 

Figure 24: Configure the Server Settings. 
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Figure 25: The correct Server Settings. Leaving the [Selected]-field empty means that it suits all the 

Operating Systems. 

 

Figure 26: Info about the Change History. This can be useful when a package will be upgraded/edited. 
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Figure 27: View of all the files the Sequencer monitored during the installation. 

 

Figure 28: View of all the Registry Changes the Sequencer monitored during the installation. 

  








































































